
 

   

 

New clean energy jobs critical to the future of work, says ACTU 
 

Unions at ACTU Congress are seeking strong emissions reduction targets as they focus on climate change as 

the driver of the future of work in Australia. 

Climate change is impacting every worker, job, sector and industry. The creation of new clean energy jobs is 

a critical priority of the Australian union movement as the country transitions to a clean energy economy.   
 

Unions are calling for a strong 2035 emissions target and a transition to a net zero economy by 2050 so 

Australia plays a fair role in driving down emissions.  

Unions are seeking critical investment to supercharge new and emerging industries through more ambitious 

climate and industry policies. There is a significant economic opportunity for workers and their communities 

to benefit from safe, secure, and well-paid jobs. 

By positioning Australia to be a clean energy superpower, workers in transitioning industries can be 

supported, and new jobs created. Development in our regions can be boosted alongside taking cost of living 

pressures off households and businesses.  
 

Priorities to ensure Australia cuts climate pollution in a way that benefits working people and the economy 

must include: 

• Investment in clean export and manufacturing industries 

• Investment in rapid electrification and other efficiency measures  

• Building the renewable generation, transmission and storage of electricity  

• Investment in climate adaption measures  
 

Australian unions at Congress will also celebrate the landmark policy wins the movement has achieved in 

just the past year, such as the creation of the Net Zero Economy Authority and the Future Made in Australia 

Act, which will be key to support, training and job opportunities for workers. 

 

Quotes attributable to ACTU President Michele O’Neil :  
 

“Decarbonising our economy can create hundreds of thousands of good secure well-paid jobs. This is our 

path to healthier communities and a renewed national prosperity, safeguarding Australians from spiralling 

climate crises. 
 

“The future for a liveable planet is with renewables. To protect the interests of all workers, two things are 

non-negotiable: that transition happens at the pace required by science, and that it doesn’t leave workers or 

communities behind.  Change needs to be both fast and fair. 

 

“Australia must seize the natural advantages in our abundant sun wind, and mineral resources to not only 

compete in, but lead the global race on clean energy and realise our potential as a renewables superpower -- 

with workers front and centre. 

 

“Ensuring change happens with workers, not to workers is critical. Supporting the creation of new quality 

jobs, the provision of training, skills and redeployment, and delivering the resources workers and 

communities need are essential.” 
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